A “How-to” Piazza Guide

Setting up Piazza

1. Go to piazza.com and make an account. When you sign up, make sure you click on “Instructors
Get Started”.
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2. At this point, [ don’t quite remember what piazza will lead you towards, but try to find a button
called “Create a new class”. This should lead you to a page like the following:

University of California, Irvine

(change school)

Welcome to Piazza! Selected term: | Spring 2020 v

Piazza is a free platform for

instructors to efficiently manage

class Q&A. Students can post Enter Class Name:
questions and collaborate to edit

responses to these questions.

Instructors can also answer

questions, endorse student

answers, and edit or delete any

posted content.

Piazza is designed to simulate real
class discussion. It aims to get high
quality answers to difficult questions,
fast!

The name Piazza comes from the
Italian word for plaza--a common
city square where people can come
together to share knowledge and
ideas. We strive to recreate that
communal atmosphere among
students and instructors.
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3. Make sure that the quarter is correct (the “selected term”) and then enter your class name. You
should see that there are some options that appear; select the one that would match your
course. If you do not see anything matching your course, then “Create a new class”, like below.

University of California, Irvine

(change school)

Welcome to Piazza! Selected term: | Spring 2020 v |

Piazza is a free platform for
instructors to efficiently manage R
class Q&A. Students can post Enter Class Name: | icg|
questions and collaborate to edit
responses to these questions. Searching for "ics"
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questions, endorse student
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4. In any case, you should be directed to a page that looks similar to this -- some values may be
filled in already if you selected something in the previous ste

University of California, Irvine

(change school)

Selected term: | Spring 2020 v

Welcome to Piazzal Create a New Class

Piazza is a free platform for
instructors to efficiently manage
class Q&A. Students can post
questions and collaborate to edit
responses to these questions. Class Number: | e g CS 101 ‘
Instructors can also answer =

questions, endorse student

answers, and edit or delete any

posted content. Estimated Class Enroll t: | e.g. 10, 50, 200 ‘

Class Name: || |

Piazza is designed to simulate real
class discussion. It aims to get high . .
quality answers to difficult questions, Class Term: Spring 2020

fastl VV(O(WQ term? Select a new term at the top of this page.

The name Piazza comes from the
Italian word for plaza--a common
city square where people can come Conditions
together to share knowledge and

ideas. We strive to recreate that

communal atmosphere among )
students and instructors. Create Class Cancel

Unable to add your class? Email us at team@piazza.com or call us at 1-800-818-4124, and we'll help you get started!

[J 1 am affiliated with University of California, Irvine as per Piazza's Terms and




5. Fill in the appropriate information and then select “Create class”. This should lead you to a page
that has posts like these to the left:

N

W Privaie Intro to the Piazza Network 3/24/20

W Private |ntroduce Piazza to your stu... 3/24/20

[

W Private Get familiar with Piazza 3/24/20

[

W Private Tips & Tricks for a successf... 3/24/20

m

Welcome to Piazza! 3/24/20
Piazza is a Q&A platform designed to get you
great answers from classmates and instructors
fast. We've put together thi

m

... and this at the top. (of course, with the appropriate name - it may not be CS 143)

pIQZZO CS143v Q&A Resources Statistics  Manage Class

6. You will want to go into “Manage Class”, where you will see this page.

Class Information

Course Number:

’05143 ‘

Course Name:

’Operating Systems (Lecture A) ‘

Class Term: Spring 2020
I, To use Piazza for CS 143 for a different term, click here to create a new class for that term

Course Start Date:
’ 03/24/2020

Signup Link:
piazza.com/uci/spring2020/cs143
L, Direct students and fellow instructors to this URL, where tht“:\" can sign up for this class

Access Code:
Add access code
Class Link:

piazza.com/uci/spring2020/cs143/home
L, This is the link to your course page on Piazza

Instructor Self-Signup: () Enable (@ Disable
L, If Enabled: You will be notified each time someone signs up as an instructor to your class
L, If Disabled: Instructors cannot sign up from the Piazza home page. You will need to enroll them below

Class Status: @® Active () Inactive
L, Making a class inactive freezes the class, preventing anyone from joining and any new posts from being
submitted. This is suggested when the term is over, or for take-home exams

Save Changes



IMPORTANT: You should provide the signup link to your students. If you wish to provide an access
code to enroll, you may make one by clicking “Add access code”.

Other notes: It is best to disable instructor self-signup. You don’t want students signing themselves
up as instructors or TAs for the course. Also, make sure that the “Class Status” is “Active”. Once the
quarter is over, you just need to turn this button to “Inactive”.

IMPORTANT: If you make any changes, then make sure to press “Save Changes”.

7. The next section is the Q&A settings.

Q&A Settings

Posting Anonymously: Enable (@ Disable
L, If Enabled: Students can show up as "Anonyn both ¢
l, If Disabled: St can show

D as "Anonymous" to clas

Private Posts: (® Enable Disable
L, If Enabled: Instructors and stud privately to instructor
L, If Disabled: Only ins tr

Private Posts as Default

L, If Enabled: The post to option will default to post privately to instructors
Syntax Highlighting within <pre> tags: (@ Enable Disable
L, If our syntax highlighter doesn't make sense for your class, you can disable this feature here

Student Polls: (® Enable Disable
l, If Enabled: Instructors and stude Wi e to post polls
L, If Disabled: Only instructors w

Instructor Tagging in Posts: (@ Enable Disable

I, If Enabled: Instructors w tag fellow instructors in po rs a
time email u

L, If Disabled: No one w Si
Students can tag instructors

L, If Enabled: Students will be also able to tag instructors in posts

Th

s feature is automatically €

L, If Enabled: Wh

en instructors

av be

I, If Disabled: Instructors and students will not be prompted with post

Reading List: @ Enable Disable
L, If Enabled: He

students’ ea
L, If Disabled:

Timer delays

Save Changes

IMPORTANT: You want to make sure that “Posting Anonymously” is disabled. This makes it so that
students do not show up as anonymous to instructors, and is important just in case people try to do
anything inappropriate in the piazza.



8. In the Configure class folders section, you are able to make “folders” for the students to ask
questions in. That is, suppose that your class has 4 homework assignments, and 1 exam. From
an organizational standpoint, if a student has a question about homework #1, then they can
post under the folder “hw1”. This makes it easier to both search for questions, and to answer

them.

Configure Class Folders

Folders allow you to keep class content organized. When students and instructors add a new post, they will be required to
specify at least one folder for their post. disable folders for my class

Create new folders

Add folders that are relevant for your class. Select ‘numbered’ to create numbered folders (hw1-hw4).

‘ Add folder(s)

add a folder [J numbered:; suffix #s: ’1

Reorder and delete folders:
Manually sort using =

= hwi Edit
= hw2 Edit
= hwi Edit
= hwd Edit
= lecture Edit
= midterm_exam Edit
= final_exam Edit
= project Edit
= logistics Edit
= other Edit

How do folders work?

Folders are a way of keeping your class content organized. They can only be created by instructors and by default, are mandatory at
the time of asking a new question. You, as an instructor, can create, edit or delete folders, as well as disable folders altogether.

Save Changes

9. The next section is to enroll the instructors / TAs for the course. Just add everyone’s emails

Delete
Delete
Delete
Delete
Delete
Delete
Delete
Delete
Delete

Delete

here, and then click “Add instructors”

Enroll Professors/TAs

Copy and paste email addresses in any format.

L, Once added, they receive a Welcome email with a link to activate their Piazza account

\

Add Instructors



10. The next section is to add students. This step is optional -- you can either have your students
enroll themselves, or you can enroll students manually. If you want to have the first option, then
you do not need to do anything, except distribute the “Signup link” from step 6 (and tell your
students to enroll). If you want the second option, the easiest way is to go to WebRoster to get a
list of all the students’ emails (which you would copy paste into here). In the past, [ have found
that either option works -- the students that wish to participate in using piazza do so, and the
ones that don’t, don’t... regardless of whether they are enrolled or not.

Enroll Students

Copy and paste email addresses in any format.

Enable Add/Drop

Add Students or upload a file

11. Everything else in the settings does not matter. You can leave it as is, or play around with it.
Remember to save.

Using Piazza for Instructors

As mentioned before, piazza is a Q&A platform, which means that students can ask questions /
instructors can respond.

When a student has an unanswered question, you’ll see something in red on the left, like so:

Past Exam 3/16/20
How to explain the solutions for Problem 5 (c)(d)

AJ

in 2015W final exam?

Once you click on that, you can see the entire question:

g question @64

ACloNs
Past Exam
How to explain the solutions for Problem 5 (c)(d) in 2015W final exam?

exam

m good question



Note: the bottom right corner will show the name of the student (to instructors, this will be shown
as “student-name (Anonymous Gear to classmates)” or something along those lines.

Answering Piazza Questions. Both students and instructors are allowed to answer piazza questions.
Student answers will have a green S, like
the students’ answer, wnere students collectively construct a single answer

ACLONS
In my understanding, we are drawing on all of the samples in the training data (should actually by the subset of 10000, as in previous problems), but using only a subset of (i.e. bagging) e
features for each learner. This is what makes it a "random forest" method; see lecture slides

m thanks!

while instructors will have a yellow I, like

the instructors' answer, wnere instructors collectively construct a single answer

Right; you're building a classifier out of a sequence of regressors. So you would wrap the whole thing in a classifier class that uses the ensemble of regressors to produce the predictSoft
function value

As an instructor, you are able to endorse student answers by clicking “good answer!”.

m good answer

(itlooks like: in the corner of an “answer box”), and will show up as:

the students' answer, wnere students collectively construct a single answer

| think | figure it out. On a second thought, | think the gradient here means the gradient vector, not the gradient magnitude

~ An instructor (Eric Mjolsness) endorsed this answer ~

Follow-up discussions. In the case that a student has more questions, then they can post in the
follow-up discussions area, which lies at the bottom of a page.

followup discussions for lingering questions and comments

0 @13_f1

Albert Le (Anon. Atom to classmates)
What's a Zybook?

good comment

You can answer these by typing in the “reply to this follow-up question”.

To manage the questions that you've looked at, and the questions that you have not, you can look at
the left side:

Example 1: The red background means that there has been no student answer, no instructor
answer yet.



. Study guide 10/30/19
Does anyone know which section/page of
the Kochenderfer and Walker textbook correspond
to "df/d alpha in line min{

Example 2: The yellow i means that an instructor (professor or TA) has answered the question.

Homework Fri
Is hw1 uploaded yet? Are we required to do the ]_|
ZyBook? or are there any points for doing that? o

Example 3: The green s means that a student has answered the question.

Group Restriction for Final Project 10/31/19
Can undergraduate and graduate join the same s
group for final project?

Example 4: The combination of yellow i and green s means that there is a student answer and an
instructor answer for the question.

Will we be tested Taylor Expansion? 10/28/19
Will we be tested Taylor Expansion although it B\_|
doesn't on the study guide. o

Example 5: If there are any follow-up questions that are not yet resolved, then you will see the red
text like so:

. Derivations described on the study gui... 10/30/19
| am confused as how to derive "golden ratio from ]
golden section”. In the K&W textbook, golden
section is de

« 1 Unresolved Followup

Example 6: If a student has answered, and an instructor agrees (and clicks “good answer!”), then
you will see a green s with a check mark.

. Transposing a float value? 10718/19
Gama y is the change of gradient, which is the O
difference of two numbers. If y is a number, what
do v.T means? | know i

There are a few more features of piazza, but for basic usage, this is fine..



